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Βenefits for the installers, 
the PV industry and the society
• Creating a qualified installers workforce, PVTRIN supports

the EU PV Industry to address the need for qualified tech-
nicians. The increased confidence of PV investors will lead
to market growth.

• The trained installers improve their skills and knowledge
and gain professional competitive advantage; the certifi-
cation provides the “passport” to the EU job market. The
training material, tools and web platform will provide them
a “24/7” technical assistance. 

• Developers and engineers will profit by the existence
of skilled technicians. Involving them to their PV project
means efficient development, technical failures and satis-
fied customers. 

• PV investors win confidence that the appropriate level of
quality and performance is met and maintained for their
PV system.

• National authorities will find a supporting instrument
to meet their obligations for acknowledged certifications
for RES installers. 

• The entire society is to be benefit; the higher PV pene-
tration to the energy mix will reduce the greenhouse gas
emissions improving citizens’ quality of life.
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Expected results
The PVTRIN activities will result to:
• Accredited training courses and an operational certifica-

tion scheme for PV installers in 6 countries; 
• Practical training material/tools for installers and their

trainers; Web portal with access to technical information
• 8 pilot training courses implemented, a pool of skilled/cer-

tified PV installers in participating countries
•A roadmap for the adoption of the certification scheme

across Europe 

Long term, PVTRIN will: 
• contribute to the PV/BIPV market growth in the partici-

pating countries 
• encourage a greater number of technicians to advance

their professional skills
• provide a supporting instrument, for EU Member States,

to meet their obligations for acknowledged certifications
for RES installers till 31/12/2012 

• enforce the EU countries to achieve the mandatory target
of a 20% share of energy from RES in overall Community
energy consumption, by 2020. 
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Certification offers:
To installers 
• Progression
• Recognition
• Portability
• Aspirations
• Employability

To PV investors / owners
• Confidence
• Better system performance
• Reduced risks

To PV industry
• Efficient workforce
• Customer satisfaction
• Lower operational costs
• Increased credibility

The PVTRIN Consortium
The participating partners and countries are:

each Member State, taking into account the national frame-
work and legislation. It will initially be implemented in 6
countries (Greece, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Romania and
Spain). In order to achieve maximum consensus, the key
stakeholder groups are involved in the project’s activities.

The PVTRIN challenges are to:
• set the base for the adoption of a common acknowledged

certification scheme
• establish a pool of local technicians who are competent at in-

stalling PV systems according multinational quality standards
• ensure the best performance of PV/BIPV installations low-

ering the risks, problems or failures during installation and
life cycle

• reinforce PV technology’s credibility and  boost the com-
petitiveness of the PV industry 

The PVTRIN is supported by the Intelligent Energy-Europe
programme of the European Commission.  The project started
at May 2010 and ends at April 2013. 

The high photovoltaic market growth rates, further favored
by the EU supporting policies and the favorable national reg-
ulatory frameworks, may turn to a threat for the PV industry
due to the lack of adequately skilled workforce for the PV in-
stallation and maintenance. Furthermore, the interested par-
ties (manufactures, developers, investors) seek for skills cer-
tification and quality assurance in all phases of a PV/BIPV
installation life cycle (design, installation, and maintenance). 

The PVTRIN (Training of Photovoltaic Installers) project ad-
dresses to the market needs by developing a training and
certification scheme for the technicians who activate in the
installation and maintenance of small scale PV systems. 

The under development scheme incorporates the criteria set
by the 2009/28/EC Directive for qualification schemes, certi-
fied training courses and accredited training providers in
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THE NATIONAL CONSULTATION 
COMMITTEE
The National Consultation Committee (NCC) plays a significant
role providing guidance, counseling, information and support
during the whole duration of the project. 

In each country, representatives of the interested key stake-
holder groups (i.e. PV/RES industry associations, professional
unions and installers associations, vocational training organ-
izations, accreditation bodies, chambers of commerce, con-
sumers/investors associations, national authorities) are in-
volved in order to: 

•transfer the market’s experience and needs   
•support the development and training scheme    
•reinforce the dissemination activities    
•facilitate the adoption of the certification 

THE PVTRIN INITIATIVE


