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As Italy marks 40 ¥ears of diplomalic
relations with Orman, its embassy in
Museat is keen on taking the bilateral
relations 1o pew heights with reneweg
political, trade aad cultural Interests on

both sidas. On the occasion of festg
della Repubblica, the italian Nationp)

Day cetebrated onune 2, H E Paala

Amadel, the italian Ambassador 10
Oman spoka 1o Muscat Daily sbout the
growing bilataraf relations,

The Latest milestone, according to
HE Paola, was the Vislt in November
2012 of the thea Italian prime miinistar
Mario Monti and his meeting with

His Majesty Sultan Qabeos bin

Seid. -

. “Apart from bilateral issves, the )

meeting focused ontthe impontant role
Omisn plays in the strategleally signifi.
cant region of Middle East and North
Alrica. The EXperiance and the

knowledge Oman hys of the area is

highly useful 1o Ialy and the European

* Union,” she ssid,

More vo, with Oman Playing an
essential role in SUpparting, anti-piracy
activbesin tha region, the country has
beer instrumenta) in maintaining
freadam of transporlation, whether of
£oods or people, H E Paolg s3id.

The other issues discussed ware
huw ta deapen econamic and trade
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telalionrs, inclugding participation of jtal-
1ar companies in Oman’s development,
prd incregsed investmaent in eCongIje,
defance, cultural ang scientific sphars,
“The Iatest agreement 1o be signed
between both cou Dtrigs was 00 the ex-
* emption of vizg for diplomatic and Spe-~
cral passports on October 10, 2012,

5 P wx
H € Paniy Amadel, Ralian Ambassadar
1o Oman WMucex D=ly)

which came into effect on May 7.
Bilatersl vradw has Increased apjdly

over the past few years, with many Itaf-.

ian compavies setling Up base in
the sullunate. Naiian oxporls {o
Oman grew by 41,2 per cent in 2012
over  20m, reaching €465mn
(RO230mn), “Thig ;g excluding thg
£00ds coming Inkn Oman through vay-
ious bther borders like UAE. And if ax=
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parts through transite @re taken Into
JCcount, another €450mnp
(RO225mn) worth of trade cauld be
added, tsking the taial 1o €91Smn
(RO455mp),”

Machinery Jorms the bulk of tha -
export te Oman, fepraseming 25 pey
cont of the total. “Naly is known for its
techndlogical Innovations.gnd State-af-
the-ast machinery. Italion cagg, for in-
stence Masevati, Forrar, Lamiborghini,
Figt lveco and Astra, are ol loved by
the paople in the couniry,” she said,

Exports from Oman have also
grown substantially, valued at about
€100ma in 2072 "wWith Oman devel.
oping its industral sector, there ls huge

_interest to export mork to Raly, Fish-

eries is anolher sectar with the mast
Promising expart outlook,” H £ Pacla )

's3id, Howaver, currently the mgin wx-

ports from Orman are restricted to
basic. chemicals, piastic iterms apd agp-
ferrous metaly,

A majocity of Walian fitms, which
have set up bese iy Oman, deaf in in-
frestracture gnd industrial develop-
meat, ‘l'elecommumcaﬁnn. tourism,
3115 and cullure 3ad food ndustcy are
<ame other sectors feprasented by ital-
an companies, FATA EPC, one of tha
largest [talfan <ompanies present i
Oman, s lovolved s constructian of
the US$387ma world-class light gauge
sheel rolling focility in Sohar.
Contlhved o 1o

gmalagz&lt 4 (‘:‘—/5
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The Oman Aluminium Rolling  todiscyss theway forwsrd for in-
Company (OARC) will be @  vestingin Oman,” she said. The
State-of-the-ant factory capable meating was organised by Con-
of producing 160,000 tonpas of  findustria Assafrics & Mediterra-
flat ralled products for varicus  neo with tha Italian Embassy In
spplications. Initjol production  Museat, Orman's Embassy in
and provisional banding aver of Rome. in collaboration with iCE
the lacility is axpected by the  (Halian Trode Agency) and with
fourth quarter of 2013, _ contribution by FATA,

Selling up of an Oman-italy ftaly and Oman have a long
joint commission in Mugent I5  and succassiul collaboration in
another major step, which will the leld of archacalogy, restora-
Ioke teade and bilateraf relatione ton and corservation of CUltural,
to a3 new level. "The date for heritage. Cultural cooperation
setting up the commission is 2is0 got 3 boost recently with
under discussion. The commis-  the ceramic exhibition ‘ltaly in
sion will look into all kinds of Muscat” held In April thiz ywar,
matters lrom political, to eco- Additionally. there has been
nomic and culture to the full conslant cooperation in the fisld -
range of bllateeal jsayes,” of arts, science and academics

' H £ Paola added that ber ob- with active papticipation of Itafian
jeclive is to deepen and expand  universitics like Unlversity of Pisg
Bllaterzl cooperation. “Thera are - . 2nd Bolagna, “The opening of the
several areas of comman intey~ Royal Operg House Muscat
ast, like the SME sector where - (ROHM) has further opened up

- Oman could ger support from  avenues  for Strengthaning

- deeply gntrenched talian SMEs.  cooperation In the fiald of per-

Fashion, food, design, architec: - Torming arts, as high quality and
ture, " commuplcation  spd professionalism is synonymious
srinting. technology, fenewable  with Ralian Opera and consevrya-
energy, water and waste weats  ories”
ment are soma ' of the H E Paola <aid that she was
areas where Italy could lead by  excited about their coftaboration
example.” To pramote 'Made in  with RGHM. A grand wxhibition
Naly” products, the ttalian Solo * 15 being planred in September.’
Exhibition will be organised in “This ig going te be somathing
Muscat from Ortober 28 10 37 ot very special. The maximum | can
InterContinental Myscat, Itis  reveal s that it wil be dedicated i
belng organised by Omonexpo 1o the great ltallan composer
and Easy Consulting. In the infra- Giuseppe Verdi®
structure ond industrial seclor, With Italy providing many op-
Tricokora Intemational, in cooper- tions Yo visitors and tourists from
Stion vith Al Nimr Expowillpror  OQwman as well 35 many busipess
mote the #alian pavilion 3| Opponunitics, visas for tourism
infra Oman 2013, which will be™  and business has witnessed con-
held in Muscat in Saptember- stantgrowth.'!nthciastdecade, i
end, (2002:2012), thera has begn i

An Omanl busingss meebng. 400 per centinerepsain tourism
‘Oman; Green Light for Business',  and business outflow tram
was‘cxganlsad inRomethisApri.  Oman with visag issued riging
“It was 2a event dedicated to  from 1,100 in 2002 Lo 4300 1in

" Oman and was successful as 2072," B € faola cancluded.
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