‘Energy policy
is non-existent’

Technnical Chamber says lack of a plan
leads to high consumption and bills,
and slammed ‘ad-hoc’ approach to gas

By Alexis Pantelides

OVER eighty per cent of
buildings in Cyprus lack
any sort of insulation and
are bereft of suitable heat-
ing and air conditioning
systems, the chairman
of the Cyprus Scientific
and Technical Chamber
(ETEK), Stelios Achniotis
said yesterday.

Speaking at a press con-
ference to present the
chamber’s priorities and
suggestions for the next
three years, Achniotis
credited the inexistence of
any state policy regarding
energy conservation as a
key factor behind bloated
electricity bills.

Suggestions, among oth-
ers, included the moderni-
sation of public adminis-
tration, a wholesale shift
towards “green energies”
and solutions to the press-
ing issues of unemploy-
ment and the shrinking
construction market. .

“The minimal installation
of insulation in our build-
ings coupled with the ris-
ing demand for better liv-
ing and work conditions
have led to the problem of
high energy consumption
and consequently high
bills” Achniotis said.

Eurostat revealed last
week that Cypriot house-
holds paid the highest
average electricity price
among EU members in
2011 - 0.1731 Euros per kil-

board, which was voted in
last June, said that there
was a distinctive absence
of a comprehensive, sub-
stantiated national strat-
egy concerning energy as
a whole.

“This has led to repeated
shortcomings and devia-
tions from long-term goals
concerning the use of re-
newable energy sources
(RES) which drag us even
farther behind fulfilling our
EU commitments for 2020”
ETEK’s deputy chairman,
Constantinos Constanti
said.

In line with EU targets,
Cyprus has vowed to cover
20 per cent of its energy
needs from RES by 2020.

Eurostat statistics dating
back to 2009 reveal that at
the time, Cyprus covered
only about 0.7 per cent of
its electricity consumption
from RES.

While two wind farms
set up during the past
two years in Paphos and
Limassol are expected to
increase the percentage,
ETEK claims that the
EU target could only. be
achieved by a well-organ-
ised strategy. )

ETEK also voiced its con-
cern over apparent “ad-hoc
decisions” taken concern-
ing the newly found natu-
ral gas in Cyprus’ Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ).

“Legislation concerning
the digging up, exploita-
tion and management of
the island’s mineral wealth
is still not in place, while
decisions are being taken

Political parties are cur-
rently at loggerheads over
how many responsibilities
will be bestowed onto the
Natural Gas Public Com-
pany (DEFA), with differ-
ent amendments concern-
ing the relevant law being
investigated in parlia-
ment.

The chamber called for
the creation of an energy
strategy council, an insti-
tutionalised advisory body
concerning the manage-
ment of natural gas find-
ings and a state-owned
natural gas company.

Achniotis however was
quick to clarify that the
council would not at any
point substitute existing
bodies handling the natu-
ral gas issue - including the
independent Energy Reg-
ulatory Authority (CERA),
DEFA and the commerce
ministry’s energy service
- but would facilitate their
cooperation, backed by
empirical and substanti-
ated objective studies.

“Through our role as the
institutionalised techni-
cal advisor of the state,
we believe that we can
help in substantiating a
comprehensive national
policy concerning energy;
including the issue of nat-
ural gas” ETEK general
secretary Costas Alayiotis
said. .

ETEK boasts around
10,000 members including
architects, electrical, me-
chanical and chemical en-

gineers among others and |—
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